Major amputation in paraplegic and tetraplegic patients.
In the 1940s major amputation in paraplegic and tetraplegic patients was performed mainly for the complications of pressure sores. With the increased understanding of paraplegia, life expectancy has greatly improved, with the consequence that the chief indication for amputation is now gangrene due to atherosclerosis. The special problems of the spinal-cord-paralysed amputee are reviewed.